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program by the amounts provided in such
legislation for those purposes, provided that
such legislation would not increase the def-
icit over either the period of the total of fis-
cal years 2018 through 2022 or the period of
the total of fiscal years 2018 through 2027.

———

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO
PROCEEDING

I, Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH, intend
to object to proceeding to the nomina-
tion of William L. Wehrum, of Dela-
ware, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, dated October 18, 2017.

I, Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH, intend
to object to proceeding to the nomina-
tion of Michael Dourson, of Ohio, to be
Assistant Administrator for Toxic Sub-
stances of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, dated October 18, 2017.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I have 5
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 18, 2017, at 2:30 p.m.. to conduct a
hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, October 18, 2017,
at 9:30 a.m., in room SD—430 to conduct
a hearing on the following nomina-
tions: Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia, to
be Deputy Secretary, Cheryl Marie
Stanton, of South Carolina, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, and David G. Zatezalo, of West
Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for
Mine Safety and Health, all of the De-
partment of Labor, Janet Dhillon, of
Pennsylvania, and Daniel M. Gade, of
North Dakota, both to be a Member of
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, Carlos G. Muniz, of Flor-
ida, to be General Counsel, Department
of Education, Peter B. Robb, of
Vermont, to be General Counsel of the
National Labor Relations Board, and
Gerald W. Fauth, of Virginia, Kyle
Fortson, of the District of Columbia,
and Linda A. Puchala, of Maryland,
each to be a Member of the National
Mediation Board.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, October 18,
2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on
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the following nominations: Jeff Tien
Han Pon, of Virginia, to be Director,
and Michael Rigas, of Massachusetts,
to be Deputy Director, both of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management, and
Emily Webster Murphy, of Missouri, to
be Administrator of General Services.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, October
18, 2017, at 10 a.m., in room SH-216 to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight
of the U.S. Department of Justice.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Over-
sight and Emergency Management of
the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, October 18, 2017, at
2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing entitled
“Broken Beakers: Federal Support for
Research.”

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Kassamira Carter-Howard, be granted
privileges of the floor for the remain-
der of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Melanie
Thornton, a congressional fellow in my
office, be granted floor privileges for
the remainder of the 1156th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Michelle Rozo
of my staff be granted floor privileges
for the duration of today’s proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MORGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 293, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 293) commemorating
the 150th anniversary of Morgan State Uni-
versity.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

October 18, 2017

The resolution (S. Res. 293) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

FREDERICK DOUGLASS
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION ACT

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 2989, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2989) to establish the Frederick
Douglass Bicentennial Commission.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
rise tonight to join my House col-
leagues, Congresswoman ELEANOR
HoLMES NORTON and Congressman
ANDY HARRIS, to celebrate the passage
of H.R. 2989, a bill to create a commis-
sion to honor Frederick Douglass in
2018, in the bicentennial of his birth.

Frederick Douglass was enslaved at
birth on the Eastern Shore of Maryland
in 1818; yet he learned to read and
write. He escaped from Maryland and
moved to New York. In 1845, he pub-
lished his first autobiography, ‘‘The
Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass: an American Slave.”

He later escaped to Great Britain to
avoid being returned to slavery. British
Quakers paid for his freedom, which en-
abled him to return to United States,
settling in Baltimore, MD, in 1847; yet
he continued to be a strong abolitionist
who campaigned against slavery and in
favor of the right to vote throughout
the east and midwest. In 1850, he
oversaw the Underground Railroad in
Rochester, NY.

Douglass made four trips back to the
place of his birth in Talbot County,
MD. He reconciled with Captain Thom-
as Auld, who had enslaved him in the
past. He made a pilgrimage to Tappers
Corner in search of his grandmother’s
cabin and his birthplace. Moreover, he
invested in the African-American com-
munity in Maryland through housing
developments in his old neighborhood
in Fells Point, now named Douglass
Place, and at Highland Beach, a sum-
mer resort community outside of An-
napolis.

Among his many accomplishments,
he served as an adviser to President
Lincoln. Moreover, he received several
appointments in the District of Colum-
bia: legislative council, U.S. Marshal,
and recorder of deeds. He was subse-
quently appointed Ambassador to Haiti
from 1889 to 1891.

Two hundred years after Douglass’s
birth provides an opportunity to reflect
upon his legacy. He stated, ‘“We have
to do with the past only as we can
make it useful to the present and the
future.” I look forward to working
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